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To  the  Rev.  David  Dyer,  Pastor  of  the  Village  Church  in  Dorchester. 

Dear  Sir, — At  a meeting  of  the  Society  held  in  the  Village  Church 
Vestry,  January  5 : — 

“ Voted,  That  the  Parish  Committee  be  directed  to  wait  on  Rev. 
David  Dyer,  our  beloved  pastor,  and  request  a copy  of  his  Sermon  on 
the  death  of  the  Rev.  John  Codman,  D.  D.,  delivered  on  the  2d  inst.,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  printed.” 

In  performing  the  pleasant  duty  assigned  us  of  communicating  to  you 
the  above  vote,  we  may  be  permitted  to  express  our  firm  conviction  that 
the  publication  of  your  able  and  interesting  Sermon  will  be  highly  grati- 
fying and  beneficial.  We  therefore  earnestly  hope  that  it  will  be  your 
pleasure  to  comply  with  our  request. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  we  are,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

JAMES  TOLMAN, 

WILLIAM  TUCKER, 

REUBEN  SWAN, 

JAMES  POPE,  Jr., 

S.  JENKINS, 


Parish 

Committer. 


Dorchester,  Jan.  6,  184S. 


DISCOURSE. 


COLOSSIANS  hi.  4. 

WHEN  CHRIST,  WHO  IS  OUR  LIFE,  SHALL  APPEAR,  THEN  SHALL  YE 
ALSO  APPEAR  WITH  HIM  IN  GLORY. 

Among  all  the  blessings  which  are  enjoyed  on  earth, 
there  are  none  that  can  be  adequately  compared  to  those 
which  are  associated  with  the  possession  of  true  piety. 
They  are  of  supreme  value  and  importance.  They  meet 
the  Christian  in  every  relation  and  duty  of  life,  and  impart 
a direction,  solace,  and  support,  which  nothing  else  can 
afford.  There  is  no  emergency  they  cannot  meet ; no 
fear  they  cannot  quell ; no  sorrow  they  cannot  either 
remove  or  lighten  ; nor  any  want  which  they  cannot  sup- 
ply. They  are  invaluable  and  efficient;  the  balm  of  life, 
and  the  glory  of  man  ; and  by  the  support  of  the  divine 
life  in  the  soul,  they  connect  its  possessor  with  the  glori- 
ous hosts  of  heaven. 

But  much  as  the  true  believer  in  Christ  may  possess 
and  enjoy  of  these  blessings  here,  it  is  little,  compared 
with  what  he  will  know  and  realize  hereafter.  Here,  he 
has  but  the  earnest;  there,  the  full  inheritance  will  be 
possessed.  Here,  eminent  as  may  be  his  religious  attain- 
ments, he  is  spiritually  a babe  ; but  there  he  will  come 
“ to  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a perfect 
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mail,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fullness  of 
Christ.”  There  the  life,  which  is  here  by  regeneration 
commenced,  will  be  perfected,  and  exist  for  ever  with 
Cod  and  the  Lamb. 

This  is  the  theme  presented  in  the  text  and  its  connec- 
tion. Knowing  the  tendency  there  is,  even  in  the  renew- 
ed mind,  to  regard  unduly  the  things  of  earth,  the  Holy 
Ghost  has  graciously  urged  us  to  look  to  those  things 
which  are  above.  He  knows  that  the  former  are  not 
compatible  with  the  wants  of  our  spiritual  life,  and  that  it 
demands  the  cultivation  of  its  heavenly  alliance  and  aspi- 
rations. He  says,  “ Set  your  affections  on  things  above, 
not  on  things  on  the  earth.  For  ye  are  dead,  and  your 
life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  When  Christ,  who  is 
your  life,  shall  appear,  then  shall  ye  also  appear  with  him 
in  glory.”  He  would  have  us  intently  regard  that  perfec- 
tion of  the  divine  life  which  is  realized  by  the  glorified 
soul  in  heaven. 

This  is  the  theme  to  which  I now  invite  your  thoughts. 
For  our  late  revered  friend,  whose  departure  I seek  to 
improve,  was  a Christian  indeed.  As  such  he  lived,  and 
as  such  he  died.  We  are  not  to  think  of  him  now  as  he 
lays  in  the  coffin  and  the  tomb ; nor  even  as  he  was, 
when  mingling  among  us  with  so  much  generosity,  cheer- 
fulness, and  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Jesus  ; for  he  is  not 
dead,  but  liveth  ; and,  guided  by  the  bright  and  genial 
instructions  of  divine  truth,  we  are  to  follow  his  emanci- 
pated spirit  to  that  glorious  world  where  he  has  passed, 
far  above  all  that  he  was  in  his  best  state  here.  Now,  all 
those  spiritual  excellencies  which  won  our  veneration  and 
love,  and  made  him  so  honored  and  useful  among  men, 
are  inconceivably  heightened  in  glory  and  power.  Now, 
he  is  relieved  of  all  those  infirmities  of  flesh  and  spirit, 
which  so  greatly  impair  the  Christian’s  moral  loveliness 
and  usefulness,  and  is  bearing  a glorious  resemblance  to 
the  Lord.  Now,  he  is  like  Jesus,  for  he  has  seen  the 


Saviour  as  he  is.  “ When  Christ,  who  is  our  life,  shall 
appear,  then  shall  ye  also  appear  with  him  in  glory.” 

These  words  teach  us, 

I.  That  the  possession  of  the  Saviour’s  life  in  the  soul 
on  earth,  will  be  certainly  followed  by  its  perfection  in 
heaven. 

II.  That  the  perfection  of  this  life  will  be  nothing  less 
than  conformity  to  the  Saviour’s  image,  and  a participa- 
tion in  his  glory. 

I.  That  the  possession  of  the  Saviour’s  life  in  the  soul 
on  earth,  will  be  certainly  followed  by  its  perfection  in 
heaven. 

That  this  life  is  possessed  by  the  truly  regenerated  dis- 
ciples of  Jesus,  I need  not  at  present  stop  to  show.  It  is 
asserted  in  the  sacred  word  ; it  has  been  felt  and  mani- 
fested in  all  ages  by  the  church  ; and  it  is  now  displayed 
by  many  who  bear  his  name.  It  is  expressed  by  the 
union  of  their  views,  their  dispositions,  and  their  conduct, 
with  his  ; and  it  constantly  aspires  to,  and  longs  for, 
him. 

That  this  life  will  be  perfected  in  heaven,  is  evident, 
because  it  is  his  life.  With  whatever  disdain  the  men  of 
the  world  may  regard  the  existence  and  cultivation  of  true 
piety,  it  is  a gem  of  priceless  value  in  the  estimation  of 
Jesus  Christ.  It  was  not  procured  by  corruptible  things, 
such  as  silver  and  gold,  but  by  his  own  most  precious 
blood.  It  was  not  bestowed  by  human  descent  or  power, 
but  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  is  not  sustained  by  the  things 
or  enjoyments  of  earth,  but  by  the  grace  and  bread  of 
heaven.  And  it  longs,  not  for  the  distinctions  and  hon- 
ors of  men,  but  for  the  approbation  and  glory  of  God. 
Though  it  may,  in  strength  and  fervor,  be  but  as  the 
bruised  reed,  or  as  smoking  flax  ; though  it  may  be  very 
infantile  in  its  breathings,  desires,  and  potions  ; still,  he  fJl 
regards  it  as  his  dearest  work,  and  as  his  most  precious 
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jewel.  It  is  the  fruit  of  his  labors,  sufferings,  and  death. 
It  is  the  beginning  of  all  that  is  healthy  and  glorious.  It 
v is  an  expression  of  himself;  and  amidst  all  the  works  and 
grandeur  of  this  world,  it  is  that  alone  on  which  he  loves 
to  look,  and  which  assimilates  in  any  degree  mankind  to 
himself.  Men  may  hate  and  oppress  it,  but  he  will  love 
and  sustain  it.  Devils  may  endeavor  to  destroy  it,  but  he 
will  keep  it  from  moment  to  moment.  It  is  his  own  life  ; 
it  can  neither  be  destroyed  nor  perish,  and  he  will  never 
suffer  it  to  continue  in  a weak  or  imperfect  state.  He 
that  hath  begun  the  good  work  will  carry  it  on  and  per- 
fect it  amidst  the  glorious  enjoyments  of  the  heavenly 
world. 

Again  ; the  perfection  of  this  spiritual  life  is  essential  to 
the  completion  of  the  Saviour’s  mediatorial  work.  That 
work  is  to  “ save  his  people  from  their  sins,”  and  to 
restore  them  to  more  than  their  original  perfection.  He 
“ gave  himself  for  the  church,  that  he  might  sanctify  and 
cleanse  it  ; that  he  might  present  it  to  himself  a glorious 
church,  not  having  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing  ; 
but  that  it  should  be  holy  and  without  blemish.”  For  this 
purpose  his  people  were  given  to  him ; they  were  put  into 
his  trust ; and  he,  in  the  eternal  covenant  of  grace,  under- 
took the  charge  of  their  whole  interests.  In  accordance 
with  this  design  has  been  the  entire  course  of  his  conduct 
and  of  his  administration.  Every  thing  in  the  economy 
of  grace,  in  the  ordinances  of  his  house,  and  in  the  dispen- 
sations of  his  providence,  has  been  directed  towards  this 
end.  It  is  inseparably  united  with  the  infinite  fullness  of 
his  love ; with  the  great  object  of  his  own  desire  ; and 
with  the  interests  of  his  government.  And  should  it  fail 
in  a single  instance,  should  it  be  frustrated  in  relation  to 
but  one  of  the  poorest  of  his  disciples,  his  affection  would 
not  be  satisfied,  nor  would  his  work  be  complete. 

Now,  will  he  suffer  this  work,  in  a single  instance,  to 
fail  ? Will  he  leave  it,  in  any  degree,  imperfect  ? Will 


7 


he  at  all  disregard  the  terms  of  that  eternal  covenant  he 
pledged  himself  to  fulfil  ? Oh,  will  he  suffer  one  of  the 
most  obscure  of  all  his  friends  to  perish  ? 

“ His  honor  is  engaged  to  save 
The  meanest  of  his  sheep  ; 

All  that  his  heavenly  Father  gave, 

His  hands  securely  keep. 

Nor  death,  nor  hell,  shall  e’er  remove 
His  favorites  from  his  breast ; 

In  the  dear  bosom  of  his  love, 

They  must  for  ever  rest.” 

Again ; the  perfection  of  the  divine  life  in  the  soul  is 
essential  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  Saviour’s  promises. 
Perhaps  on  no  point  are  the  promises  of  Jesus  more  ex- 
plicit or  abundant  than  on  this.  As  though  he  would 
displace  all  fear  from  the  minds  of  his  people  in  relation 
to  their  final  happiness  ; as  though  he  would  give  them 
the  fullest  assurance  of  his  unfailing  attachment,  and  their 
eternal  union  with  himself,  he  has  graciously  multiplied 
these  promises  to  a most  encouraging  extent.  He  said, 
“ Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled  ; ye  believe  in  God,  be- 
lieve also  in  me.  In  my  Father’s  house  are  many  man- 
sions ; if  it  were  not  so,  I would  have  told  you.  I go  to 
prepare  a place  for  you.  And  if  I go  and  prepare  a place 
for  you,  I will  come  again  and  receive  you  unto  myself ; 
that  where  I am,  there  ye  may  be  also.”  “ I am  the  res- 
urrection and  the  life  ; he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he 
were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live.  And  whosoever  liveth  and 
believeth  in  me  shall  never  die.”  “ Because  I live,  ye 
shall  live  also.”  “ Verily,  verily,  I say  unto  you,  he  that 
heareth  my  word,  and  believeth  on  him  that  sent  me, 
hath  everlasting  life,  and  shall  not  come  into  condemna- 
tion ; but  is  passed  from  death  unto  life.”  “I  give  unto 
my  sheep  eternal  life  ; and  they  shall  never  perish,  neither 
shall  any  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand.”  “ Be  thou  faith- 
ful unto  death,  and  I will  give  thee  a crown  of  life.” 
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“ The  righteous  shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  king- 
dom of  their  Father.”  To  extend  the  enumeration  of 
these  precious  promises  would  be  easy,  but  it  is  not 
necessary.  You  perceive  their  directness  and  force,  and 
you  know  that  they  are  “ all,  yea,  and  amen,  in  Christ 
Jesus.”  These  promises  insure  the  perfection  of  this 
divine  life ; and,  it  is  not  till  the  love  of  Jesus  has  failed, 
not  till  he  is  unfaithful  to  his  word  and  his  trust,  that  the 
glorious  consummation  of  this  holy  existence  can  become 
either  endangered  or  doubtful. 

Once  more ; the  perfection  of  this  divine  life  is  neces- 
sary to  the  full  enjoyment  by  the  Saviour  of  his  mediato- 
rial reward. 

The  complete  ingathering  of  the  spiritual  harvest  is 
essential  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  Saviour’s  satisfaction  and 
the  possession  of  his  inheritance.  Nay,  was  there  one 
grain  of  precious  wheat  left  out  of  the  heavenly  garner, 
all  his  solicitude  would  be  engaged,  and  both  the  procla- 
mation of  his  perfect  triumph,  and  the  jubilee  of  the  world, 
would  be  delayed  till  it  should  be  gathered.  An  old 
writer  has  well  said,  “ The  full  blessedness  of  the  re- 
deemed is  the  Redeemer’s  reward.  He  cannot  be  satisfied 
in  seeing  his  seed,  if  they  should  be  unsatisfied.  He  can- 
not behold  them  with  content,  if  his  heart  tell  him  not 
that  he  hath  done  well  enough  for  them.  God  would 
even  be  ashamed  to  be  called  their  God,  had  he  not  made 
provision  for  their  entertainment  worthy  of  a God.  ’Tis 
the  season  of  Christ’s  triumph,  and  saints  are  to  enter  into 
his  joy.  ’Tis  the  appointed  jubilee,  at  the  finishing  of  all 
God’s  works  from  the  creation  of  the  world,  when  he 
shall  purposely  show  himself  in  the  most  adorable  majesty, 
and  when  Christ  shall  appear  in  his  own  likeness ; surely 
glory  must  be  in  its  exaltation  in  that  day.”  Such  are 
some  of  the  proofs  which  assure  us  of  the  ultimate  per- 
fection of  this  divine  life  in  the  soul ; and  they  both  com- 
fort us  in  the  loss  of  Christian  friends,  and  animate  our 
faith  and  hope. 
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II.  That  the  perfection  of  this  life  will  be  nothing  less 
than  conformity  to  the  Saviour’s  likeness,  and  a partici- 
pation in  his  glory. 

By  a conformity  to  the  Saviour’s  likeness,  I mean  a 
resemblance  to  his  moral  image  as  the  Head  of  the  Church, 
— the  second  Adam,  and  the  Mediator  of  the  world.  A 
resemblance  that  will  bring  the  glorified  redeemed  into 
perfect  oneness  and  communion  with  himself,  so  that 
every  imperfection  and  contrary  bias  shall  depart,  and  all 
their  emotions,  desires,  purposes  and  pursuits,  correspond 
with  his  holy  mind.  Such  a resemblance  is  distinctly 
announced  in  the  word  of  God  as  the  ultimate  portion  of 
the  saints.  It  is  declared  to  be  the  design  of  God  in  their 
election  : “ For  whom  he  did  foreknow,  he  also  did  pre- 
destinate to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son,  that  he 
might  be  the  first-born  among  many  brethren.”  It  is 
commenced  by  regeneration  on  earth  : 11  We  all,  with  open 
face,  beholding  as  in  a glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are 
changed  into  the  same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.”  It  is  presented  as  the  ultimate 
object  of  Christian  attainment : “ Now  are  we  the  sons  of 
God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be  ; but 
we  know  that,  when  he  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  him, 
for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is.”  And  it  is  essential  to 
their  complete  satisfaction  : “ 1 shall  be  satisfied  when  I 
awake  with  thy  likeness.” 

As  the  youth  is  destined,  if  spared,  to  arrive  at  man- 
hood, and  as  he  longs  to  reach  that  state,  so  the  true 
Christian  is  destined  to  this  conformity  to  Jesus,  and  he 
desires  it  as  the  maturity  of  his  spiritual  existence.  He 
looks  forward  to  it  as  the  period  when  he  will  apprehend 
that  for  which  he  is  apprehended  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus ; 
when  he  will  reach  the  mark  of  the  prize  of  his  high 
calling,  and  be  clothed  upon  with  his  house  which  is  from 
heaven.  This  conformity,  therefore,  is  essential  to  the 

completion  of  his  own  spiritual  desires  and  joys,  to  the 
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fulfilment  of  the  divine  purpose,  and  to  the  perfection  of 
the  Saviour’s  work. 

The  realization  of  this  conformity  will  follow  from  see- 
ing him  face  to  face.  This  is  the  invariable  doctrine  of 
God’s  word,  and  it  accords  both  with  philosophical  infer- 
ence, and  scriptural  facts.  When  an  individual,  who 
nurtures  ardent  affection  for  another  possessing  superior 
attainments  and  piety,  is  brought  into  constant  intercourse 
with  the  object  of  his  love,  he  becomes  the  subject  of  a 
rapid  and  grateful  assimilation,  which  appears  and  is  man- 
ifest to  all.  When  the  patriarch  Moses  descended  from 
the  mount  where  he  had  talked  with  God,  his  face  shone 
so  brightly,  that  “ Aaron  and  the  children  of  Israel  were 
afraid  to  come  nigh  to  him.”  When  Stephen,  who  was 
a man  full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  was  arraigned 
before  the  Jewish  elders,  it  is  said,  “ All  that  sat  in  the 
council  saw  his  face  as  it  had  been  the  face  of  an  angel.” 
When  Saul  of  Tarsus  beheld,  on  his  way  to  Damascus, 
the  glory  of  Jesus,  all  his  carnal  enmity  and  rage  departed, 
and  his  dispositions  became  instantly  and  eminently  one 
with  those  of  Christ.  And  if,  as  the  result  of  a view  by 
faith  of  the  Redeemer’s  excellencies  now,  the  whole  soul 
is  transformed  in  its  views,  desires,  and  determinations, 
and  brought  into  a cherished  union  with  him,  what  must 
be  the  effect  of  seeing  his  face  in  heaven,  where  “ his 
countenance  is  as  the  sun  shineth  in  his  strength  ! ” 
Thither  the  redeemed  will  go,  fully  prepared  by  divine 
grace  to  receive  and  nurture  the  influence  of  that  sight. 
They  will  not  be  subject  to  any  physical  or  moral  hin- 
derance  to  its  reception  and  culture,  but  will  entirely  and 
perpetually  yield  themselves  to  its  power.  Attracted  by 
his  unsearchable  beauties,  they  will  continue  to  gaze  with 
ever  fresh  delight  upon  him,  and  will  become  the  radiant 
exemplars  of  their  Lord.  4<  What  more,”  said  the  distin- 
guished John  Howe,  “ can  be  wanting  to  cause  all  the 
darkness  of  atheism,  carnality,  and  every  thing  of  sin,  for 
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ever  to  vanish  out  of  the  awakening  soul,  and  an  entire 
frame  of  ^holiness  to  succeed,  but  one  such  transforming 
sight  of  the  face  of  God?  One  sight  of  his  glorious 
majesty  presently  subdues,  and  works  it  into  a full  subjec- 
tion ; one  sight  of  his  purity  makes  it  all  pure ; one  sight 
of  his  loveliness  turns  it  into  love  ; and  such  a sight,  al- 
ways remaining,  the  impress  remains  always  actually  fresh 
and  lively.” 

Oh,  how  lovely  the  saints  will  appear  when  their  spir- 
itual life  is  thus  perfected  by  a sight  of  the  Redeemer’s 
glory!  Then,  all  that  is  perfect  in  holiness,  all  that  is 
generous  and  winning  in  love,  all  that  is  desirable  and 
influential  in  knowledge,  all  that  is  Christ-like  in  charac- 
ter, dignity,  and  pursuit,  and  all  that  is  necessary  to  per- 
fect and  perpetual  service,  will  be  possessed  in  a degree 
neither  known  nor  conceived  on  earth.  Then,  for  vision, 
they  shall  see  face  to  face  ; for  knowledge,  they  shall 
know  even  as  they  are  known  ; for  purity,  they  shall  be  all 
glorious  within  ; for  attire,  they  shall  be  clothed  in  white 
robes,  washed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ; for  dignity,  they 
shall  be  “ kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  his  Father  ; ” 
for  abode,  they  shall  have  “ a city  that  hath  no  need  of 
the  sun,  neither  of  the  moon  to  shine  in  it,  for  the  glory 
of  God  doth  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  there- 
of for  employment,  they  will  be  “before  the  throne  of 
God,  and  serve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple  ; ” for 
association,  they  will  have  all  the  hosts  of  the  redeemed 
whose  names  are  written  in  heaven,  with  “ the  ten  thou- 
sand times  ten  thousand  and  thousands  of  thousands  who 
are  before  the  throne ; ” for  succor,  “ the  Lamb  which  is 
in  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed  them,  and  shall  lead 
them  to  living  fountains  of  waters ; and  God  shall  wipe 
away  all  tears  from  their  eyes  ; ” for  worship,  they  will 
sing  with  a loud  voice,  “blessing  and  honor,  glory  and 
power,  be  unto  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne  and  unto 
the  Lamb  for  ever.” 
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“ There,  where  the  blessed  Jesus  reigns. 

In  heaven’s  unmeasured  space, 

They’ll  spend  a long  eternity 
In  pleasure  and  in  praise. 

Millions  of  years  their  wondering  eyes 
Shall  o’er  his  beauties  rove  ; 

Through  endless  ages  they’ll  adore 
The  glories  of  his  love.” 

Oh,  the  unutterable  perfection,  blessedness,  and  glory, 
of  such  a state  ! They  are  beyond  the  conception  of  all 
created  beings.  Yet  this  is  the  state  of  the  glorified  re- 
deemed ! “ When  Christ,  who  is  our  life,  shall  appear, 

then  shall  ye  also  appear  with  him  in  glory.” 

The  application  of  this  subject  to  the  departure  from 
earth  of  our  late  beloved  friend,  the  Rev.  John  Codman, 
D.  D.,  is  both  easy  and  delightful.  He,  through  a long 
course  of  years,  both  in  private  and  public  life,  gave  the 
most  decided  proof  of  being  a Christian  indeed.  We  do 
not  claim  for  him  perfection,  for  did  we,  it  would  be  both 
unjust  and  a violence  to  his  own  humility  of  spirit ; but 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  evidence  of  more 
than  forty  }rears,  with  the  declarations  of  his  dying  hour, 
affirm,  that  he  felt  and  honored  the  gospel  which  he 
preached.  We  do  not  therefore  sorrow  for  him  as  those 
who  have  no  hope  ; for,  blessed  be  God,  our  grateful  im- 
aginations follow  him  to  the  heavenly  world,  where  those 
spiritual  excellencies  and  qualifications  which  endeared 
him  to  us,  and  made  him  so  useful  in  the  church,  are 
rendered  perfect,  through  his  conformity  to  the  image  of 
Jesus.* 

The  prominent  characteristic  of  our  revered  friend  was, 
as  many  of  you  know,  affectionate  Christian  generosity. 
This  he  continually  manifested.  In  his  family  it  was 
delightfully  apparent.  Never,  I am  sure,  will  the  mem- 

* For  a biographical  sketch  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Codman,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  funeral  sermon  preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs. 
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bers  of  that  favored  circle  forget  the  many  unostentatious, 
expressive,  and  often  unexpected  manifestations  which 
they  received  of  it.  How  cheerfully  and  heartily  he 
entered  into  their  feelings  and  wishes  ; how  playfully  he 
sometimes  appeared  in  their  midst  ; and  how  constantly 
he  sought  their  gratification.  The  domestic  atmosphere 
which  surrounded  his  presence,  was  felt,  even  by 
strangers,  to  be  that  of  love. 

This  same  characteristic  was  ever  prominent  in  his 
intercourse  among  his  people.  It  appeared  in  his  frank 
and  confiding  disposition  ; in  his  candid  and  unsuspicious 
conversation ; in  his  readiness  to  aid  and  encourage  their 
benevolent  plans  and  labors ; in  his  tender  regard  for 
their  peace  and  prosperity ; in  the  expressive  sympathy 
which  he  loved  to  manifest  in  their  trials  ; and  in  the 
peculiar  tenderness  of  his  attachment  to  them  as  the 
members  of  his  flock.  His  pastoral  affection  was  highly 
paternal,  and  he  could  with  truth  say,  u Now  we  live,  if 
ye  stand  fast  in  the  Lord.” 

The  same  affectionate  generosity  was  apparent  in  his 
more  public  intercourse  and  labors.  It  gave  a character 
to  his  preaching,  conversation  and  efforts.  It  made  him 
always  respect  the  feelings  of  others.  It  inspired  him 
with  love  to  all  good  men,  however  they  might  have 
differed  from  him  on  some  minor  points ; and  it  induced 
him,  on  all  occasions,  to  practice  that  courtesy  which  has 
been  commended  by  God.  Whether  engaged  in  delib- 
eration and  labor  among  his  own  people,  or  with  his 
brethren  in  the  ministry,  or  with  the  officers  of  the 
various  religious  and  benevolent  societies  he  aided,  or 
with  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard  College,  of  which 
he  was  for  many  years  a distinguished  member,  his  gen- 
erous courtesy  always  appeared  with  an  alluring  promi- 
nence, and  won  for  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
those  who  dissented  from  his  cherished  views.  It  was 
his  warm  and  generous  affection  that  made  him  accom- 
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modate  himself  with  such  ease  to  the  different  ranks  of 
society,  that  prompted  his  cheerful  and  liberal  assistance 
to  the  needy  and  distressed,  and  that  led  him  in  his  inter- 
course with  ministerial  brethren,  to  forget  the  difference 
that  prevailed  between  what  were  his,  and  generally  their 
circumstances  in  life.  This  made  him  the  friend  of  the 
virtuous,  the  patron  of  benevolent  efforts,  and  won  for 
him  almost  universal  respect. 

Our  revered  friend  was  prominently  distinguished  for 
his  attachment  to  evangelical  principles,  or  what  are  com- 
monly called  the  doctrines  of  grace.  The  first  text  from 
which  he  preached  in  this  town  was,  “ I am  not  ashamed 
of  the  Gospel  of  Christ ; ” and  this  is  now  the  index  to 
his  long  and  faithful  ministry.  His  adherence  to  these 
principles  subjected  him,  as  you  know,  during  the  four 
first  years  of  his  ministry,  to  grievous  misrepresentations 
and  trials  ; still  he  did  not  swerve  from  them,  but  with  a 
fidelity  that  the  Christian  world  has  since  commended, 
and  that  God  has  honored,  he  faithfully  proclaimed  them, 
and  for  their  maintenance,  he  sacrificed  at  the  close  of 
that  controversy  a large  portion  of  his  private  property. 
Throughout  his  protracted  ministry,  these  doctrines  were 
the  joy  of  his  heart  and  the  burden  of  his  theme.  And 
with  great  propriety  he  said,  in  his  sermon  delivered  on 
the  thirty-seventh  anniversary  of  his  ordination,  “ I trust 
1 can  say  with  the  Apostle,  1 And  I,  brethren,  when  I 
came  unto  you,  came  not  with  excellency  of  speech,  or 
of  wisdom,  declaring  unto  you  the  testimony  of  God. 
For  I determined  not  to  know  any  thing  among  you, 
save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified.  And  my  speech  and 
my  preaching  was  not  with  enticing  words  of  man’s  wis- 
dom, but  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power; 
that  your  faith  should  not  stand  in  the  wisdom  of  men, 
but  in  the  power  of  God.’  ” But  his  zeal  for  the  support 
of  these  great  doctrines  of  grace  never,  I believe,  in  a 
single  instance,  led  him  to  manifest  unchristian  bitterness 
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against  those  who  rejected  them.  Though  he  was  most 
unjustly  maligned  by  some  who  were  the  professors  of 
another  faith,  and  though  he  keenly  felt  the  injuries 
inflicted,  still  he  did  not  cherish  unchristian  resentment, 
but  was  ever  ready,  as  he  had  opportunity,  to  do  them 
good. 

Our  late  excellent  friend  was  anxious  not  only  for  the 
maintenance,  but  also  for  the  diffusion  of  these  principles 
of  our  faith.  His  whole  course,  with  his  zealous  and 
liberal  support  of  the  various  institutions  connected  with 
the  evangelical  body,  gave  proof  of  this.  But  we  have  a 
further  illustration  in  the  existence  of  this  church  and 
place  of  worship , to  which,  on  this  occasion,  I feel  com- 
pelled to  refer. 

Of  this  church,  under  God,  he  was  the  parent,  the 
supporter,  and  the  constant  friend.  Its  interests  were 
almost  as  closely  identified  with  his  happiness,  as  his 
own.  In  its  infantile  state  he  watched  over  and  nurtured 
it  with  parental  care,  and  with  joy  he  marked  its  advance- 
ment to  maturity.  He  was  accustomed,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  his  ministry,  to  hold  occasional  religious 
services  in  this  part  of  the  town.  But  in  1828,  feeling  it 
was  desirable  to  have  another  Orthodox  Congregational 
interest,  he  adopted  preparatory  measures  for  that  purpose. 
Till  then,  the  occasional  meetings  had  been  held  in 
private  houses  ; but  as  his  people  were  at  that  time  about 
to  erect,  in  the  rear  of  his  meeting-house,  a new  and 
larger  vestry,  he  bought  the  old  one,  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  it  here,  and  having  it  fitted  up  for  another 
place  of  worship.  It  was  so  removed  ; and  the  parent 
church  having,  at  his  request,  appropriated  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  for  its  enlargement,  &c.,  it  was  renew- 
edly  consecrated  by  himself  “ to  the  service  of  the  Tri- 
une Jehovah,  to  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God 
the  Holy  Ghost/’ 

In  March,  1829,  at  his  suggestion,  and  in  accordance 
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with  the  desire  of  those  members  of  his  church  who 
lived  in  this  vicinity,  to  whom  he  was  affectionately 
attached,  this  evangelical  Congregational  church  was 
formed.  In  every  matter  relating  to  it  he  was  the  ad- 
viser and  leader.  At  nearly  all  its  meetings,  he  was 
present.  The  record  of  its  doings  was  written  by  his 
own  hand,  and  now  show  how  cordially  he  approved  of 
the  measures  taken,  and  with  what  gratitude  he  regarded 
the  success  realized. 

From  this  time  until  the  settlement  of  a pastor,  which 
was  about  sixteen  months,  he  sustained,  at  his  own 
expense,  the  regular  ministry  of  the  gospel  here.  In  the 
mean  time,  it  became  evident  that  a larger  place  of  wor- 
ship was  required.  In  this  also,  he  cheerfully  took  the 
lead.  Indeed,  the  few  members  of  this  church  would  not 
have  presumed  to  go  forward  in  such  an  enterprise  but 
for  him.  Encouraged  by  his  approval,  and  assisted  by 
his  liberality,  the  erection  of  a new  house  for  public  wor- 
ship was  undertaken,  and  besides  securing  for  it  the  favor 
and  aid  of  other  liberal  friends,  he  contributed  not  less 
than  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  towards  it  com- 
pletion. 

At  his  suggestion,  and  by  a letter  which  he  was  desired 
to  write,  the  first  pastor  of  this  church,  the  Rev.  David 
Sanford,  was  called.  He  entertained  the  members  of  the 
council  when  the  installation  took  place,  and  towards  the 
salary  he  contributed,  during  the  three  first  years  of  Mr. 
Sanford’s  settlement,  over  six  hundred  dollars.  His 
whole  contribution  to  the  support  of  an  evangelical  min- 
istry in  this  village,  and  to  the  erection  and  enlargement 
of  this  house,  was,  during  a period  of  about  five  years, 
above  three  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  this  church  he  cherished  a strong  affection  till  his 
death.  Its  prosperity  he  regarded  as  only  second  to  his 
own.  With  each  of  its  pastors  he  maintained  an  intimate 
intercourse.  And  the  last  words  he  ever  spoke  in  my 
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hearing,  about  three  days  before  his  death  were,  “ Give 
my  love  to  your  people.”  I bear  to  you  now,  when  he 
can  no  longer  speak,  this  affectionate  message,  and  they 
are  the  words  of  an  attached  friend,  and  the  dearest  min- 
isterial acquaintance  I have  ever  had.  May  a double 
portion  of  his  spirit  be  ours. 

The  testimony  which  this  excellent  minister  gave  in 
his  last  sickness  to  the  reality  and  preciousness  of  the 
doctrines  of  grace,  and  his  own  personal  interest  in  their 
blessings,  was  of  the  most  grateful  and  satisfying  charac- 
ter. On  the  Friday  preceding  his  death,  I was  sitting  by 
his  side,  when,  after  he  had  made  some  grateful  remarks 
respecting  the  intimate  and  uninterrupted  pleasure  of  our 
friendship,  I spoke  to  him  of  the  precious  consolations  of 
the  gospel  he  had  preached  to  others.  He  replied, 
“ They  are  precious,  and  I feel  that  they  are  enough.”  I 
subsequently  mentioned  to  him  an  expression  of  the  late 
Rev.  Dr.  McAll,  who,  as  a brother  minister  asked  him  a 
few  hours  before  his  death,  if  he  felt  his  hope  of  heaven 
was  securely  laid,  replied,  “ Aye,  1 in  oaths,  and  prom- 
ises, and  blood?  ” As  I finished  the  sentence,  he  took 
up  the  last  two  words,  and,  clasping  his  hands,  said 
with  an  emphasis  and  satisfaction  I shall  never  forget, 
li  And  blood  ! ” I replied,  u The  atonement  is  very 
precious;”  he  answered,  11  Oh  it  is,  it  is.”  The  whole 
of  that  delightful  interview  has  left  engraven  on  my  mind 
just  that  impression  which  a true  Christian  loves  to  have 
of  a dying  friend,  and  which  seems  preparatory  to  a re- 
union in  heaven.  As  I left  him  on  that  day,  it  was  with 
a thankful  heart,  not  only  that  God  had  revealed  such  a 
system  of  mercy,  but  that  he  who  had  made  these  doc- 
trines the  burden  of  his  ministry  in  health,  reposed  on 
them  with  such  attachment  and  gratitude  in  sickness  and 
death.  On  the  following  Sabbath  evening  I was  privi- 
leged again  to  see  and  pray  with  him.  He  was  at  the 
time  suffering  greatly,  and  could  scarcely  speak  ; still,  as 
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I spoke  to  him  of  the  sympathy  of  Jesus,  he  affection- 
ately squeezed  my  hand,  and  expressed  his  assent.  The 
same  night,  when  a little  relieved  from  pain,  he  ex- 
claimed, “ Bless  the  Lord,  O my  soul,”  and  repeated 
several  verses  of  the  one  hundred  and  third  Psalm. 
Subsequently,  as  a member  of  his  family  finished  the 
quotation  of  some  Scripture  promises,  unable  to  speak, 
he  looked  up  with  an  imploring  smile  for  her  to  continue 
and  repeat  others.  And  when  desired,  the  day  before  his 
death,  to  give  some  sign  if  he  felt  the  Saviour  precious 
to  his  soul,  he  readily  and  firmly  squeezed  the  inquirer’s 
hand. 

Thus  lived,  and  thus  died  the  beloved  friend  whose 
mortal  remains  we  lately  committed  to  the  silent  tomb. 
But  he  is  not  there.  His  dust  is  in  the  grave  ; he  has 
gone  to  be  forever  with  the  Lord.  His  earthly  sojourn 
has  ended,  but  he  is  now  at  home.  His  mortal  vision  has 
failed,  but  he  is  now  gazing  on  the  immortal  beauties  of 
the  Lamb.  His  voice  to  us  is  silent  in  death,  but  to 
angels,  it  is  sweet  and  rapturous  in  the  celebration  of  Im- 
manuel’s praise.  He  has  exchanged  corruption,  for  incor- 
ruption ; dishonor,  for  glory  ; weakness,  for  power ; the 
earthly,  for  the  heavenly.  And  as  he  bore  the  image  of 
the  earthly,  so  now  he  bears  the  image  of  the  heavenly. 

Thus  it  is  with  all  the  departed  saints.  Receding  from 
earth,  they  enter  the  paradise  of  heaven.  Laying  aside 
their  earthly  tabernacle,  they  are  clothed  upon  with  their 
house  which  is  from  God.  Withdrawn  from  men,  they 
are  the  associates  of  angels  and  the  glorified  redeemed. 
Removed  from  the  objects  of  sense,  they  gaze  with  fond 
delight  on  the  beauties  of  Jesus,  and  are  conformed  to  the 
image  of  the  Lord.  And  knowing  that  all  this  is  the  fruit 
of  the  Redeemer’s  mediation  and  love,  they  adoringly 
bow  at  his  feet,  and  sing,  “ Worthy  is  the  Lamb,  for  thou 
wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood, 
out  of  every  kindred  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation  ; 
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and  hast  made  us  unto  our  God  kings  and  priests ; and 
we  shall  reign  on  the  earth.” 


“ By  the  same  grace  upheld,  may  we 
So  follow  those  who  followed  thee, 
As  with  them  to  partake 
The  free  reward  of  heavenly  bliss. 
Merciful  Father ! grant  us  this. 

For  our  Redeemer’s  sake.’* 


■ «■  I 


0 r 


: • 1 i : .•:!(  ■ ;>ur  a£aU  &f.  lilt)  Oil  : 

''.uiUKi  orfl  f oil' 


}.M  ' ' ' • ■ ' ' -•  I : V''> 

, ' ■(  .7  i!  7,7  ' i 

■ 

i I i yjii'i.':.  ||t  *16  hit  '.  Vi  < ■-  ... 

• .i  . ■ : 'n  ■ . •'! 

) r,'  i UO  'W't 


